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TO:

National Career Development Association- Government Relations Committee

FROM:

Advocacy Associates, LLC

DATE:

December 6, 2012

SUBJECT:
Legislative Update
On the Hill
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Reauthorization
H.R. 4297, The Workforce Investment Improvement Act of 2012, is still in limbo after being voted out of committee. House Education and Workforce Committee Chairman John Kline (R-MN) is working with House Leadership to find floor time for the bill during the lame duck session. The busy legislative schedule and the absence of a Senate version will work against H.R. 4297 and the reauthorization will likely have to wait until 113th Congress.

***No updates

Elementary and Secondary Act Reauthorization (ESEA)
Much like WIA reauthorization, ESEA reauthorization is stalled at the moment. The busy lame duck session will prevent the issue from being taken up until the 113th Congress.

***No updates

Veterans’ Assistance and the Transition Assistance Program (TAP)
*** Update

On November 15, the House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity held a hearing on veterans’ employment challenges and initiatives of the 112th Congress. In his opening statement, Subcommittee Chairman Marlin Stutzman (R-IN) briefly reviewed the legislative accomplishments of the subcommittee including the Veterans Retraining Assistance Program (VRAP) and the VOW to Hire Heroes Act. Ranking Member Bruce Braley (D-IA) used his opening statement to congratulate committee members on reelection and to emphasize the importance of VRAP and the VOW to Hire Heroes. The press release summarizing the hearing can be viewed here. The hearing can be viewed here. 

Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act
It is also unlikely that Perkins will be taken up during the lame duck session.

***No updates  

Labor/HHS Appropriations
Congress passed a continuing resolution, H.J. Res. 117 that was signed into law by President Obama on September 29, 2012. The continuing resolution will keep the government funded for 6 months at the levels set by the Budget Control Act of 2011. 

***Update

Members of the Appropriations Committees in both chambers are currently working to put together a single appropriations bill that sets the budget of many government departments (called an “omnibus appropriations”), for the end of the year.  This omnibus bill will specifically designate how the funds outlined in the budget resolution will be spent, including details on the funding levels for the Departments of Labor, Education and Veterans (of particular interest to NCDA members).

Sequestration
Congress will have to deal with sequestration cuts in the lame duck session and without action, all federal programs will be cut by a minimum of 8.2%. If Congress enacts legislation to shield defense programs, cuts could increase to 17-22% for all non-defense discretionary spending programs.

***Update

On November 29, President Obama offered a plan to avert sequestration cuts and other potential fiscal cliff issues to Congress. The $2 trillion plan was presented by Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner to Republicans in closed meetings. The plan would avert the sequestration cuts by generating $1.6 trillion in revenue with $960 billion coming from the expiration of Bush-era tax cuts on top earners combined with raising tax rates on dividends and capital gains. Another $600 billion would come from a tax code overhaul that would include changing provisions in the alternative minimum tax for businesses and changes to the estate tax. 

The House GOP counter offered on December 3 with a $2.2 trillion plan that raises $800 billion from eliminating tax deductions and loop holes, and $600 billion from a combination of health care savings and spending cuts. The two parties are still working to find a compromise between the two proposals.

The New York Times provides a side by side comparison of the proposals.

Off the Hill
Career Training Proposal to the Department of Labor
NCDA is exploring the possibility of providing career counseling training for veteran’s representatives in One Stop Career Centers. Charles Lehman is taking the lead on getting a letter/proposal together.

Due to the elections and the fact that the government will, under the Continuing Resolution, be funded through March only, the Department of Labor will be hesitant to take on a new project. Advocacy Associates recommends drafting a letter/proposal and waiting until after the elections to take action. Additionally, it would be worth suggesting where the funding could come from within the Department of Labor budget (VETS, ETA, etc.).

***No updates

ACA Joint Letter
ACA may be interested developing a letter in collaboration with NCDA and ARCO on mental health rehabilitation counseling.  

***No updates

Outreach to Federal Departments
Advocacy Associates has provided a list of possible contacts for outreach in the Department of Labor and the Department of Education. NCDA leadership will draft an introductory letter to key officials.

Collaboration with Outside Organizations
NCDA is working to develop relationships with various outside organizations including ACA, ACTE, and ASCA. Once NCDA has finalized a working legislative agenda for 2013, Advocacy Associates will contact ACTE and ASCA to discuss potential joint interests. NCDA will also identify potential dates for a spring meeting of the various organizations.

***Update

NCDA is a member of the Automation Federation (AF) and their managing director/director of government relations has actively participated in past, and current, NCDA conferences.  He has many connections in Washington DC and he has offered to assist in policy initiatives NCDA might have in the future.  

In addition, Niel Carey, NCDA Government Relation Chair, and Pat Schwallie-Giddis, NCDA Board Liaison, will be meeting with representatives from the Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE), the American School Counselor Association (ASCA), and the American Counseling Association (ACA) to begin building a stronger relationship for future policy initiatives. 

