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TO:

National Career Development Association- Government Relations Committee

FROM:

Advocacy Associates, LLC

DATE:

February 22, 2013

SUBJECT:
Legislative Update
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Reauthorization
The 112th Congress (2011-2012) began work on, but failed to complete an overhaul of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (also known as the “WIA reauthorization”). The bills for the 112th Congress can be viewed here and here. With the tenuous economic recovery, we should see more movement in the 113th Congress due to the bill’s impact on workforce training and unemployment assistance programs.

***Update

On January 22, 2013, the House Education and Workforce Committee held a full committee hearing to adopt committee rules, an oversight plan, and to formally announce subcommittee chairs and ranking members. In his opening remarks, Committee Chair John Kline (R-MN) discussed the need to reauthorize Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Workforce Investment Act, the Education Sciences Reform Act, and the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act. The hearing can be viewed here. 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act Reauthorization (ESEA)
Much like the WIA reauthorization, the 112th Congress did not complete work on an overhaul of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. The bills for the 112th Congress can be viewed here and here. Education reform is high on the House majority’s priority list, so there will likely be some movement on this issue in the 113th Congress. 

***No update

Veterans’ Assistance and the Transition Assistance Program (TAP)
With the Iraq war concluded and the Afghanistan conflict drawing down, more combat veterans are returning home and beginning the transition to civilian life. As a result, veterans’ reintegration programs will continue to be a priority to Congress and the President, which is why the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) has become mandatory for veterans. NCDA seeks to ensure that robust career development components remain in veterans’ transition assistance programs. 

***No update

Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act (Perkins)
The 112th Congress did not pass a reauthorization for the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act (Perkins). Depending on what action the 113th Congress takes on similar career training and education bills, i.e. WIA and ESEA, we will have a better idea of what movement to expect with the Perkins reauthorization.

***No update

Labor, Health and Human Services (LHHS) Appropriations and Impact of Sequestration
The 112th Congress passed a continuing resolution, H.J. Res. 117 that was signed into law by President Obama on September 29, 2012. The continuing resolution will keep the government funded for six months until March 27, 2013 at an annual rate of $1.047 trillion, the amount agreed to during the Budget Control Act of 2011. This will result an across the board funding increase of 0.612% for all federal departments. If Congress does not pass a budget or continuing resolution by March 27, 2013, the government will shut down on March 28, 2013.

***Update

January 1, 2013, Congress passed H.R. 8, The American Taxpayer Relief Act, to avert the “Fiscal Cliff,” a combination of spending cuts and tax increases.  This bill will also delay sequestration (i.e., automatic and immediate cuts to agencies) until March 1, 2013. The bill was signed by President Obama on January 2, 2013 and used offsets to delay sequestration until the March 1st deadline.

If sequestration is still allowed to occur, the implications for many career development programs would be devastating. According to data collected by the National Skills Coalition, employment and training programs would be reduced by $460 million in 2013 if sequestration cuts move forward.  Specific program sequestration cuts estimates based on FY12:

	Agency/Program
	FY12 Appropriation
	Possible cuts

	Employment and Training Administration (ETA)
	$3,195,383,000
	$262,021,406

	Jobs Corps
	$1,572,049,000
	$128,908,018

	YouthBuild
	$79,840,000
	$6,546,880

	Workforce Innovation Fund
	$50,000,000
	$4,100,000

	Veterans Workforce Investment Program
	$14,622,000
	$1,199,004


Collaboration with Outside Organizations
NCDA is working to develop relationships with various outside organizations including ACA, ACTE, and ASCA. Preliminary meetings have been held with staff from these organizations. NCDA has worked with the Automation Federation to develop and distribute a joint paper on opportunities in the broad field of automation.  Contacts have been made and preliminary discussions held with staff of the National Association of State Directors of Career and Technical Education (NASDCTE) and the American Library Association (ALA) related to future contacts and collaboration.
***Update

Advocacy Associates has drafted and NCDA has approved a draft letter to members of Congress regarding support for H.R. 113, the Workforce Investments through Local Libraries Act. Advocacy Associates is working with the American Library Association to finalize language.

